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Town of Walnut Cove 
Board of Commissioner Meeting 

July 13, 2021 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Members Present: 
Nellie Brown – Mayor 
Elwood Mabe – Commissioner 
Joe Bennett – Commissioner  
Thomas Mitchell – Commissioner 
Danny Hairston – Commissioner 
Kim Greenwood – Town Manager 
Amanda Bryant - Town Clerk 
Ann Rowe– Town Attorney 
 
Members Absent: 
 
 
Meeting Call to Order:  Mayor Nellie Brown called the meeting to order @ 7:02pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Town Manager Kim Greenwood 
Invocation: Reverend Dwayne Young 
Announcements:  
1. Walnut Cove Volunteer Fire Dept. Monthly Meeting. Thursday, August 5, 2021, at 7:00 PM 
2. Walnut Cove Planning/Zoning Board Meeting. July 15, 2021, at Walnut Cove Public Library @ 6:30pm.  
3. Walnut Cove Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting. August 10, 2021, at 7:00 PM at the Walnut 
Cove Senior Center. 
5. Recycle: July 23 and August 6, 2021. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda 
No adjustments were made 
 
Public Comments – 0 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to close public comments, the motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Hairston.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of Minutes from June 8, 2021 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hairston to approve the minutes for June 8, 2021.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Mabe.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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b. Fund Balance Transfer LPA Office (attachment B) 
Town Manager Greenwood stated we had some unexpected repairs that had to be made to the LPA 
office.  The floor had rotted and was hazardous to walk on.  A big thank you to Commissioner Bennett 
for coming and repairing the floor so quickly.  The floor had to have the subflooring repaired from 
previous water leak and rot.  Because of the repair it has caused the budget to be unbalanced, we need 
to move money from the fund balance to help offset the cost.  Commissioner Hairston asked about the 
leak in the floor, Commissioner Bennett stated it was coming from outside and it was fixed as best as it 
could be.  Commissioner Bennett stated it was a 8’x13’ section, Commissioner Mabe stated there was 
termite damage as well.  
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mitchell to transfer money from the fund balance to the LPA.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Request for Advertisement Public Hearing – Fracking Moratorium 
Town Manager Greenwood stated the Fracking Moratorium would expire soon and we need permission 
to advertise for a Public Hearing.  We would like to have the Public Hearing at the August 10th meeting.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to advertise for the Public Hearing for the Fracking 
Moratorium.  The motion was seconded Commissioner Hairston.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  
d. Advertisement Public Hearing Conditional Zoning Permit (attachment C) 
Town Manager Greenwood stated he needed to advertise for a Public Hearing for a Conditional Zoning 
permit.  There are 11 properties which we need to send letters to regarding Community meetings, this is 
set for July 29th.  This is an informal meeting and a step we missed.   
 
 
 
2.  Old Business 
a. Draft Presentation of new Policy and Procedure 
Town Manager Greenwood provided each Board member with a copy of the revised personnel policy, 
the last update was in 2007.  This is only a draft and will give the Board members the opportunity to 
review the policy before voting.  Each Board member is asked to review the policy and we will discuss, 
review and approve at the August meeting.    
 

 
3.  New Business  
a. Consideration of Library Loan Payoff. (Attachment D) 
Town Manager Greenwood informed the Board we will be making the library loan payment in 
September; at that time we would like the Board to consider paying off the library loan which will total 
~$62k.  This will save the Town $2000 in interest by paying off the loan early.  To pay off the loan early 
we need Board approval.  This will also help with the budget process for the new Town Hall.  
Commissioner Bennett stated he would like to have it paid off before the new Town Hall so we will not 
have to worry about the library loan.  Mayor Brown stated this was her recommendation as well.   

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to pay off the library loan. The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Mitchell.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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b. Quotes for Replacement of Tractor (attachment E) 
Town Manager Greenwood brought it to the attention of the Board the state of the current tractor.  In 
the last year the Town has spent ~$3k in repairs alone.  He has gotten some quotes on some tractors from 
Mt. Airy Tractor and Riddel Tractor.  The current tractor is a 90 model.  The new tractor we are looking at 
a 54hp Kubota with a front-end loader, with a hydraulic mower.  It also has a cab and has the ability the 
to add additional implements if needed.  There is a 6-year power train, and 2-year equipment warranty.  
Right now, Kubota is offering a 60 month, 0 % if purchased by July 30th.  Mayor Brown stated we have the 
money and we also must look at the safety of the equipment the public works uses.  The other tractor is 
3 decades, she recommends the Board moved forward with the purchase of the new equipment.  Town 
Manager Greenwood stated he failed to mention they will take the old tractor as well.  Commissioner 
Bennett asked if we would cut grass with the sickle, Town Manager Greenwood stated yes and we would 
use the bushhog at the plant.  Commissioner Bennett stated the other tractor is 30 years old, he is good 
to get it to do work with.  They need something to work with.  Town Manager Greenwood stated the 
Water/Sewer has $1.6 million; a lot of people are buying these tractors Matt Cromer can get them.  
Commissioner Mabe stated he wanted to clarify that not all the money was for maintenance but also due 
to a tree falling on it.  Town Manager Greenwood asked if he needs to finance or pay for it straight out.  
Commissioner Mabe suggested to finance, the Board agreed.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hairston to purchase a new Kubota tractor, the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Selection of Engineer for Town Hall Loan Process (attachment F) 
As part of the USDA loan for the new Town Hall, it is required to have a certified engineer to draw up the 
plans.  Town Manager Greenwood presented the Board with two bids we have received, 
Peterson/Gordon & Freeman Kennett, the Board will need to choose a certified engineer.  
Commissioner Mabe stated he knows the lead man for Freeman Kennett, Commissioner Bennett stated 
he knew Alex Yountz as well, he is local person to Walnut Cove.  Town Manager Greenwood stated his 
ideas would align with Walnut Cove.  Mayor Brown noted that Mr. Yountz is in attendance and 
recognized him.  
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to select Freeman Kennett as the certified engineer, 
the motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
d. Review of Alcohol Ordinance (attachment G) 
Town Manager Greenwood stated he has had Town Attorney Town Attorney Rowe to review the 
Alcohol Ordinance and review the current laws, as well as the events ordinance 97.12.  Town Attorney 
Rowe stated it is unlawful to consume alcohol, participate or attend unless event is promoted as a 
wine/beer festival such as tastings.  Mayor Brown asked what is the ordinance and when was it last 
updated.  Town Attorney Rowe stated it is not that old it was updated within the last 10 years.  Mayor 
Brown commented it may be a good idea to review the ordinance and bring it up to date and set some 
allowances for such events.  Town Attorney Rowe stated she would have to review the state laws 
regarding locations on private verse public property.  Mayor Brown stated she understood the need to 
follow the steps and protocol, Town Attorney Rowe stated we can make it more restrictive than state 
law, pass an ordinance and restrict it in certain areas but we can’t allow it if the State does not, we can 
not go against state statutes.  Mayor Brown stated we would not be making a decision tonight with the 
respect to the ordinance.  Town Attorney Rowe stated once she has a better understanding of the laws 
and ordinances, she can provide better information.  Mayor Brown stated the Cove Group leases the 
property from the Town so we will need to review the lease as well. Angie Bailey stated she had 
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researched people bringing their own coolers, dug in deep and they can get a brown bag permit lease all 
she would need to provide is her fingerprints.  They meet the criteria for licensing according to the ABC 
rules.  The Events ordinance does not allow alcohol unless it is an event.  She has spoken with 
Kernesville Brewery, Midsummer Brewery and Gypsy Road Brewery who are all permitted and they 
could come and cater.  Mayor Brown stated in August they would know more.  Town Manager 
Greenwood stated we have received the new applications but we can’t approve them so they will use 
the original events applications until this is discussed in August.  Mayor Brown stated there was a lot of 
language to review.  Town Attorney Rowe stated the application meets the requirement for 
consumption of alcohol at an event.  Angie Bailey commented she has the approved applications and 
wants a good relationship with the Town and she is trying to do the right thing.  Commissioner Mitchell 
commented he was at the event and really enjoyed himself and seeing the community come together 
and everyone was happy.  Angie Bailey stated that is the hope, it gives people something to do last 
Saturday they had a Zumba event and are trying to obtain a health and wellness grant.  Mayor Brown 
stated if it wasn’t for the Cove Group who would take care of the flowers throughout Town. We need to 
research this and go thru the proper channels.  Town Attorney Rowe stated she would review 
everything, Mayor Brown stated she had spoke to the Mayor of Gastonia as well.  Angie Bailey stated 
they would do their best to monitor the square and comply.  
 
e. Resolution to Accept Funds (American Care Act) (attachment H) 
Town Manager Greenwood stated that as part of the American Relief Plan one thing which we are 
required to do is pass a resolution to accept the funds.  He has spoke with Bob Scott and the Town will 
receive $450k, we will get ½ this year and the remaining next year.  He stated he knows King is planning 
a work session and will reviewing good broad brand, we don’t operate the EMS and a sheriff’s 
department but we do have a lot of lead pipes and we will replace all the lead and asbestos pipes.  
Commissioner Hairston stated take every penny of it.   
  
A motion was made by Commissioner Mabe to approve the resolution to accept the American Rescue 
Plan funds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  
4. Departmental Reports  
Administration  
I am well pleased with the turn out and showing for the annual fireworks on July 3, 2021.  Thank you to 
the Mayor and Commissioners for sponsoring the event and went off without incident.  Thank the Fire 
Department and Sheriffs office in assisting.  We began our online bill pay for town on July 1 and will be 
closing the books for 2020-2021.  We anticipate the audit in September. 
With the selection of the Engineer, we can submit our Town Hall building loan application.  We 
anticipate the Cares Act funding on or after July 19.  Review fund balance for each account.   
 
License Plate Office 
The LPA floor has been repaired.  The town owes Commissioner Bennett as thank you for his emergency 
repair services and excellent work.  He has us back open in only a couple of days.  Their revenue for the 
month:  

DMV Transactions:   $11,980.35 
Notary:                       $1,766.00 
Net Profit:         $13,746.35 
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Code Enforcement 
Cory is in the process of binding the new land use policy and will begin training on some the updates this 
week.  There are several changes and new processes to adapt to.  I have attached a copy of the approval 
minutes from the Planning board for your reference.   
 
 
 
Public Works 
Public works has had a busy month.  The upgrade/repair of all fire hydrants has begun.  Carolina Water 
was kind enough to the town to provide us one big shipment of materials to work on the hydrants.  Any 
parts not used will be picked up by them.  We wanted to have all hydrants completed by the middle of 
August as the inspection is for September.  We are in hopes this work will help reduce the homeowners 
insurance rates for the town.  All out-fall lines have been mowed and cleared as required by the state 
permit.  The 2020 CCR report/audit is completed and will be posted online as well as on the water bills 
in September.  All our systems meets or exceeds the states requirements.  Thank the public works folks 
for their work at the fireworks and they have spent a lot of time at the WWTP.  Our numbers are very 
good, well within compliance and they have mowed and weed eated a lot this summer so far.   
 
Items for future consideration 
Fall Festival, September 18, 2021 
Family Cares Act funding workshop 
Town Hall workshops with engineer to draw plans 
Preparation for Winter time events.   
 
5.  Items of General Concern 
Angie Bailey stated the 1st Friday in December they would like to host the tree lighting.  They have 
reached out Herman Bullins, the problem they have ran into is the lights have grown into the trees.  
Town Manager Greenwood stated they had to have two trucks last year, Don had recommended cutting 
it down last year and using an artificial tree.  Town Manager Greenwood also said they hire Jake Willard 
to install the Christmas street lights but he doesn’t have a bucket truck for the Christmas tree.  
Commissioner Bennett commented they put new lights on their in 2020, Ms. Bailey stated they only 
replaced some of them. Ms. Bailey asked about the Christmas décor on the poles, of which Town 
Manager Greenwood stated we have contracted with Jake Willard who puts up the Christmas lights on 
the poles but does not have a bucket truck for the tree.  Ms. Bailey stated the Fall Fest would be 2-7pm.  
Christmas in the Cove is December 4th and the Parade is December 11st.   
 Commissioner Hariston asked about the Fall Clean Up, Town Clerk Bryant stated she would have all the 
information at the next meeting.  Town Manager Greenwood stated they have not decided on the dates 
yet.   
Commissioner Mabe wanted to recognize Boy Scout 244 members Logan Fagg.  He is trying to earn his 
Communication badge and he will give a report on tonight’s meeting.   
Mayor Brown wanted to recognize the Planning and zoning members presents, EMS grand opening for 
the new EMS station.  She wanted to thank everyone who participated the 100th year celebration we 
had a great turnout.  She also stated there was a bad manhole at O’reillys, Town Manager Greenwood 
stated the Town has looked at and there was a sewer leak their and are gathering cost and verified it is a 
Town issue and not something of the States.   
Commissioner Hairston asked if we could send a basket to Christine Boles, where her mother passed 
away, Town Manager Greenwood commented there is a card with a check for her that will be sent out 
this week.  
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Commissioner Mitchell stated the stop sign at the intersection of Murray road is down, and he had 
someone driving him and about ran the stop sign.  Town Manager Greenwood stated they have new 
signs and post at Town Hall and it would be fixed first thing in the morning.   
Mayor Brown stated Thank you all for the work you do, we appreciate it.   
 
 
 
 

Commissioner Mabe made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Hairston.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

6.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM 
 
___________________________________   ________________________________ 
Nellie Brown, Mayor      Amanda Town Clerk Bryant , Town Clerk 
 
___________________________________   ________________________________ 
Date        Date 


